
Goodyear Not Responsible for LPSCo (now Liberty Water) 

City Trying to Help Odor Problem Anyway* 

By Shawn Bradford, Goodyear Water Resources Director 

There have been recent concerns expressed by our residents regarding the smell coming from the 
Litchfield Park Service Company's (LPSCo's) Palm Valley Water Reclamation Facility (PVWRF), in 
Goodyear. Some have wondered about the roles of the Mayor, Council, and City Staff in resolving this 
problem. As the Water Resources Director for the City of Goodyear, I would like to provide some details on 
the City's efforts behind the scenes as we work to address this very unpleasant situation.  

First and foremost, the Goodyear City Council did not "sell or give authority to someone that is out of this 
country" in reference to LPSCo, (currently owned by a Canadian firm), as has been assumed. When 
Goodyear began annexing land, a private company (LPSCo) had rights to sell water in an area north of the 
I-10 that covered what would eventually become Palm Valley within the City of Goodyear.  

Just like electric companies, water companies (both private and municipal) have been given the rights to 
certain service territories.  The City of Goodyear itself has obtained the rights to be the water provider 
south of I-10 within its municipal planning area. Just because part of LPSCo's territory is within our city 
limits, it does not mean that Goodyear has authority over them. Private water companies in Arizona are 
regulated by the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC). The ACC has jurisdiction over the quality of 
service and rates charged by public service utilities.  

Even though the City of Goodyear does not have authority or control over LPSCo and how they do 
business, we do have the obligation to try and protect the quality of life for our residents. Fugitive odors 
from the PVWRF have been an ongoing nuisance and effect a large portion of the population living and 
working in the area around the facility. Mayor Cavanaugh, City Council and Staff agree that it is our duty 
to work with LPSCo to make sure this private water company fixes the problem sooner rather than later. 
City staff has met with LPSCo's management several times in the past year to find out what they were 
doing to correct the problem and have offered our assistance in making recommendations or observations 
that may help rectify the situation. A liaison committee has been created to keep local business and 
property owners informed of LPSCo progress in addressing the problem.  

To keep up with long-term growth in its service area LPSCo hired a consultant to study the options of 
increasing treatment capacity throughout their system. On a short-term basis LPSCo is installing a carbon 
adsorption unit to help "polish" the foul air. We were also told their odor control equipment was 
undersized and that it is being replaced with larger units by mid/late 2007.  

The Arizona Corporation Commission has been very involved in this process and receptive to our concerns. 
Commissioner Kris Mayes attended a November Goodyear Council meeting to assure the City that the 
Commission will stay on top of the problem and keep a close eye on whether the promised timetable is 
being met. Mayor and Council also adopted three resolutions, one each, to the ACC, Arizona Department 
of Environmental Quality (ADEQ), and Maricopa County Environmental Services Department (MCESD) 
requesting assistance to address this problem as quickly as possible. As the regulatory bodies overseeing 
the operation and maintenance of the PVWRF, these agencies have the ability to impose penalties, deny 
permits, or restrict future expansion until corrective action is taken to address this problem. It is the City's 
belief that by seeking the assistance of these regulatory agencies while continuing to work with the 
representatives from LPSCo, we will help expedite a timely resolution to the odor problems. The health, 
safety, and comfort of our residents is of paramount importance to the Mayor, Council and City staff of 
Goodyear. 

*If you have any questions regarding the information in this article, please call the Public 
Works & Water Resources Department at 623-932-3010.	  


